
Thane: Cash and gold cumulatively valued at Rs19.9 lakh 
were robbed from a farmhouse in Yeoor Hills in Thane district 
on Thursday, a police official said. The crime was committed 
by a gang of seven armed persons in the early hours of the 

day, the Vartak Nagar police station official said. “As per the 
owner, who stays there with his 74-year-old mother, seven 
persons armed with guns, knives and iron rods barged in, 
tied them up and looted cash and gold,” he said.
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It is notified for the information of the general public, that
Mr. Harish Raichura ( Locker Hirer ) residing at No. 25, Sittar Bagh
Wakeshwar, Mumbai - 400006 and another address at No. 58,
Papanaickenpalayam, Coimbatore has hired safe deposit locker
number Unit 1/65 ( Locker ) on 29 June 1984 in DBS Bank India
Limited R.K. Salai (Cathedral Road), Chennai branch ( Bank ). The 
Locker have been inoperative for a period of 7 years as well as the 
rent has not been paid by the Locker Hirer for a period of more than 
3 years. 

To recover, the arrears of rent and to check the reason for non-
operation of the said Locker, Bank has sent numerous reminder 
letters to the Locker Hirer but till date there is no response from the 
Locker Hirer.

As per the Reserve Bank of India revised guidelines on a safe deposit
locker, we are initiating the process of break open of the said Locker.
Any person if having any claim in the contents of the said Locker,
please reach out to our R.K. Salai (Cathedral Road), Chennai branch
within thirty (30) days from the date of this notice along with valid
proof of the claim. In case, if no claim or any response from the
Locker Hirer has been received, then Bank will proceed with the
break open of the said Locker. Bank shall not be liable to the Locker
Hirer or to any other person for the break open and for disposing the
contents of the said Locker.

For DBS Bank India Limited,
Authorized Signatory

Safe Deposit Locker Break open notice

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that we are 
investigating the title of (1) Ms. Archana 

Desai and (2) Ms. Sadhana Desai 

Ahuja (hereinafter collectively referred to 
as “the Owners”) having their address at 
488, 17th Road, Khar (West), Mumbai 
400 052, to the Property more particularly 
described in the Schedule hereunder 
written (hereinafter referred to as “the 

said Property”).
All persons having any claim in respect of 
the said Property or any part thereof by 
way of sale, exchange, gift, mortgage, 
charge, lien, lease, tenancy, trust, 
maintenance, inheritance, possession, 
license, or succession, any agreement 
with the Owners or their predecessors-in-
title, easement, family arrangement, 
decree or order of any court of law, 
lispendens, attachment, reservation, 
development rights or any liability or 
commitment or demand of any nature 
whatsoever are hereby requested to 
make the same known in writing along 
with documentary evidence to the 
undersigned, having their office at 112-
113, Veena Chambers, Dalal Street, Fort, 
Mumbai - 400001, within 14 (Fourteen) 
days from the date of publication hereof, 
failing which, the claim of such person/s 
will be deemed to have been waived 
and/or abandoned

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE 

REFERRED TO: 

(Description of the said Property)

All that piece and parcel of land or ground 
land bearing Plot No. 488 of the Town 
Planning Scheme No. VII Khar, 
admeasuring 834.5 sq. mtrs or 
thereabouts and bearing CTS No. E/70 
and assessed by the Municipal 
Corporation for Greater Bombay under 
“H” Ward No. 4643, in the Registration 
District and Sub-District of Mumbai City 
and Mumbai Suburban together with the 
bungalow known as “Prasad” (consisting 
of Ground plus two upper floors) standing 
thereon situate lying and being at 17th 
Road, Khar (West), Mumbai 400 052.
Dated this 5th day of April, 2024.

Sd/-

RMG LAW ASSOCIATES 

Advocates and Solicitors 

Hemang S. Raythattha 
Partner
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Several housing societies in 
the MHADA colony at 
Vikhroli have reported re-
ceiving contaminated water 
for the last few days. After 
several such complaints, the 
BMC has undertaken work to 
detect any possible leakage in 
the pipeline with advanced 
crawler cameras.  

The residents of  Kan-
namwar Nagar said they 
have been receiving contami-
nated water due to the burst-
ing of  water and sewerage 
lines. “As the buildings are in 
MHADA layout and haven’t 
been transferred to the BMC, 
we are forced to turn to both 
agencies if  problems arise. 
We are boiling and drinking 
water to avoid any health 
risks,” said Rahul Kamble, a 
local resident. Another resi-

dent Veena Desai said they 
have been using bottled 
water for the past few days.  

“We have informed MHA-
DA officials about the matter 
and have also undertaken 
several steps to resolve the is-
sue,” said a civic official. The 
BMC is using advanced 
crawler cameras that travel 
up to 200mt and can reach in-
accessible spots, he said. “It 
will also help to get data like 
the size and width of  the 
pipeline. Apart from this, the 
samples of  contaminated wa-
ter are collected and sent for 
testing,” he added.  

Officials said they have 
also carried out a survey of  
500 houses covering a popula-
tion of  around 2,658 in Kan-
namwar Nagar. “Out of  
them, only two to three resi-
dents complained about vom-
iting owing to water. They 
have been provided medical 
treatment,” said a civic offi-
cial. The BMC refuted the in-
formation and claimed that 
they did not find any rise in 
waterborne infections in the 
civic and private hospitals in 
nearby areas.

BMC refutes 
claims of dirty 

water in Vikhroli

Residents say they 
have to contact  
two agencies
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Government policies – both at 
the Centre and state levels – 
are a cause of  concern where 
protection of  rivers is in-
volved, said representatives 
of  various organisations at 
the River Valley Forum, or-
ganised on April 4 under the 
National Alliance of  People’s 
Movements (NAPM), in 
Mumbai.  

The River Valley Forum 
and NAPM are circulating 
the draft of  the People’s River 
Protection Bill to political 
parties and MPs, aiming for 
its incorporation into mani-
festos to raise awareness 
about the significant chal-
lenges facing rivers and river-
ine communities. Environ-
mental issues, particularly 
the plight of  dying rivers and 
the need for rejuvenation, are 
often neglected in these man-
ifestos, which is why activists 
urge government and politi-
cal organisations to prioritise 
environmental concerns in 
their agendas. 

Medha Patkar, social ac-
tivist and founder of  NAPM 
said, “From the glacial rivers 
of  the Himalaya to the Peri-
yar, we are campaigning for 
rivers to be recognised as liv-
ing entities, demanding the 
strengthening and decentral-
isation of  river governance 
and riparian rights of  peas-
ants – especially smallhold-

ers, fisherfolk, nomadic com-
munities, and several indige-
nous and marginalised com-
munities.” 

Manshi Asher of  Himd-
hara Paryavaran Samuh in 
Himachal Pradesh said, “The 
Himalayan rivers demand at-
tention nationally and inter-
nationally. Despite their vital 
role in our ecosystem and 
food security, political mani-
festos overlook environmen-
tal concerns. The proposal for 
138 dams in Himachal 
Pradesh alone is alarming, 
with a clear connection be-
tween dam construction and 
disasters. The region faces 
threats of  floods due to 
unchecked infrastructure de-
velopment. Authorities must 
prioritise sustainable prac-
tices over hydroelectric dams 
to preserve the environ-
ment.” 

The ongoing struggle in 

Ladakh highlights the ur-
gency of  the ecological crisis 
in the region. The linked 
issue of  mismanagement of  
transboundary rivers was 
further highlighted by Ma-
hendra Yadav of  Kosi Nav 
Nirman Manch, Bihar. 

River embankments have 
been pushed as false solutions 
to control rivers and have be-
come a cause of  floods. The ri-
parian communities have 
faced displacement and even 
mechanisms like the Kosi 
Peedit Vikas Pradhikaran 
have been only paper and 
have provided no relief  or re-
habilitation, said Yadav. 

Rajkumar Sinha from Bar-
gi and Basania Bandh Sang-
harsh, Madhya Pradesh, 
highlighted the twin prob-
lems of  urban pollution and 
illegal sand mining and its 
tributaries. “Unless there is a 
public dialogue and involve-

ment in governance we can-
not address these questions,” 
he said and also highlighted 
how adivasis, who conserve 
water bodies and forests more 
in scheduled areas, are facing 
the brunt of  extractive devel-
opmental policies. 

Speaking from the Mul-
laperiyar experience, SP Ravi 
from All Kerala River Protec-
tion Council raised the need 
for “people to people dialogue 
for conflict resolution instead 
of  relying on politicians who 
only escalate the conflicts for 
vested interests”. 

The key highlights of  the 
proposed draft bill include 
recognising rivers as vital life 
sources and prioritising their 
protection in development 
paradigms, addressing unjust 
encroachments like dams and 
embankments while aligning 
with existing laws, besides 
many others.

Voices Unite for River 
Protection Across India
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The BMC is planning to align 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
bridge with the adjoining CD 
Barfiwala flyover in Andheri 
before the monsoon. The 
work will start soon after the 
Indian Institute of  Technolo-
gy-Bombay submit their final 
report, which is expected to 
be in the next couple of  days.  

Civic officials recently 
held a joint meeting with ex-
perts from IIT-B and Veerma-
ta Jijabai Technological In-
stitute (VJTI) to discuss the 
alignment. While IIT-B has 
cleared VJTI’s recommenda-
tion on aligning both the 

bridges, the final report with 
some modifications is expect-
ed by Sunday, sources said.  

After carrying out an in-
spection of  both the struc-
tures, VJTI proposed elevat-
ing Barfiwala bridge using 
jacks to merge its north side 
with Gokhale bridge without 
undertaking any demolition. 
However, the BMC ap-
proached IIT-B for a second 
opinion and a site inspection 
was organised for them last 
week. A senior civic official 
said that as per IIT-B’s sug-
gestion, instead of  lifting all 
the four spans of  Barfiwala 
flyover at once to align with 
Gokhale bridge, each of  the 

four would be lifted one at a 
time. The work can also be 
carried out without inviting 
a separate tender, which will 
not require permission from 
the Election Commission 
and the work can also be com-
pleted before the monsoon.  

The BMC faced severe crit-
icism after it was observed 
that the newly constructed 
Gokhale bridge’s phase 1 had 
a height difference of  nearly 
two metres from the adjoin-
ing Barfiwala flyover. The 
civic authorities have as-
sured the alignment of  the 
two bridges and the second 
arm of  the Gokhale bridge by 
December. 

IIT-B report on Barfiwala flyover, 
Gokhale bridge alignment by Sunday
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The BMC claims that its 
consistent deep clean drive 
in the city has resulted in 
the improvement of  the air 
quality index (AQI). 
Through the cleanliness 
campaign, initiated in De-
cember 2023 across all ad-
ministrative departments, 
the civic body asserts that 
the AQI is consistently be-
low 100. Some areas even re-
port levels as low as 70, it 

said. The campaign’s focus 
on spraying streets with wa-
ter has led to a reduction in 
dust particles, consequently 
improving air quality, offi-
cials claimed. 

A BMC official said they 
initiated the cleanliness 
campaign across all admin-
istrative departments in De-
cember 2023. “After nearly 18 
weeks, there has been a re-
duction in air pollution indi-
cators, and citizens have also 
expressed satisfaction with 

the improvement. Some de-
partments conduct these 
drives monthly, while others 
do so bi-monthly, leading to 
an overall elevation in clean-
liness standards,” the official 
said. 

On March 30, the BMC un-
dertook a cleaning campaign 
across all 25 wards. A total of  
1,477 municipal employees 
participated in this initiative 
and 556km of  road network 
was washed and 70 metric 
tonne of  waste was collected.

Are you breathing fresh air? 
BMC stakes claim to better AQI

SoBo couple loses `44k and car in vehicle transport fraud
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A doctor couple from south 
Mumbai lost Rs44,000 and 
their car in a bid to transport 
the vehicle to Visakhapat-
nam. Stuti Basu, 36, works at 
Tata Hospital in Parel. Her 
husband Sabyasachi was 
transferred to Homi Bhabha 

Cancer Research Centre in 
Visakhapatnam and wanted 
his car transported from 
Mumbai to the new location 
for three months. 

The couple scanned 
Google for options on trans-
porters and found one (Agar-
wal Transport Company) on 
March 24. After initial con-

tact, one Pankaj Singh got 
back and sought Rs17,000 for 
the delivery but wanted the 
money transferred before the 
job. On March 27, a person 
took the car and messaged 
saying he needed to pay for 
the transport insurance, 
which Sabyasachi refused. 

When Sabyasachi tracked 

the car online, he found out 
that his car had reached Sola-
pur. The next day, he found 
out that the vehicle was on 
hold due to non payment so 
he transferred Rs27,840. 

The car, however, didn’t 
reach Visakhapatnam and 
Singh started avoiding the 
couple’s calls.

River Valley Forum and Medha Patkar’s National Alliance of People’s 
Movement want the Centre to consider their river protection manifesto   

n The River Valley 
Forum and NAPM are 
circulating the draft of 
the People’s River 
Protection Bill to 
political parties and 
MPs. 

n  River embankments 
have been pushed as 
false solutions to 
control rivers and have 
become a cause of 
floods. 
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